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[ijpjhe Vigilantes did splendid work 
^ in the old davs, keeping the peace 
until the Law c. me West. But Cotton- 
wood Spring found out that when men 
take the Law into th?i^ own hands, 
don't always use it wisely. 

Death haunted the town and terror 
lurked around every corner until Hooky 
lane, the daring range detective, gadloped 
up to match wits, courage and six-guns 
with die mysterious owlhoots who guarded 
the secret of die VIGIIANTB MOEOUP 
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ACROSS THE PAKHED DKYHIUS NEAR COTroHmOO SPRING, 
A LONE RIPER MARES HIS A/AVl IT'S KOCHYLANSt 



SUPPENIY, 



AN EXPtOSION' 
ewe ON, PAROJ 
LET'S HEAP FOR 
THAT BLUFF. > 



MICHTV PRY COUNTRY HERE- 
ABOUTS. KEEP MOVING, et-ACK 
JACK. WE SHDULO BE HITTING, 
. COTTDNWOOP SPRING > 
^ SOON. 



THERE'S SOMEEOPy UNPER AU 
THOSE ROCKS ANP HE HEEPS 
HELP! 7 — 



ROCKY FREES THE MAM FROM THE ROCRSUDE, 
BUT ms EFFORTS TO REVIVE HIM FAIL.' 



NO BONES BROKEN, BUT HE WON'T 
COME AROUNO.' GUESS VO BETTER 

■ , ■ _ LOAD HIM ON HIS . 

V r \ HORSE ANP GET ^ 
\ RIM TO 

COTTONWOOP ■ 
SPRING, 



SOON. 



... SOME COLO WATER 

SHOUIP BE A GOOP 

EMERGENCy TREATMENT 
FOR THIS H0M8RE.' IlL 
- 5 - TRy THAT HORSE ^ 
C TROUGH THERE.' y 



LETS TRAVEL, 
BLACK JACK.' 



TAKE ITEASy, NiT'S JIM BENSON.' 
FELLOW.' J HERE, LET ME ^ 
HELP.' 
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EXCUSE AIE, AIISTEK/ IT WONT 



HEV-' DON'T LET 



THERE, HE'S 
COMING TO, 
HE'LL BE , 
ALL RIGHT. 



THIS WATER GO 
f TO WASTE.' 



00 TO WASTE.' MY PARPNER 
BLACK JACK WILL TAKE CARE 

OF IT.' HE'S KIND ^ 

s. OF THIRSTY.' ^ 



NO OFFENSE, STRANGER, BUT T 
WERE MIGHTY SHORT OF WATER 
HERE.' EVEN OUR TREE IS ■ ^ 

DYING FROM WANT OF J 
Z A PRINK.' fZ . — 



HORSE, MISTER? 



TREE'S dying' town's 
DYING' WE'RE ALL 
r DYING FOR A 
_ LITTLE WATER/ Z 



IT'S PRETTY SERIOUS, 1 
STRANGER, BUT NOW J 
I'D LIKE TO THANK YOU 
FOR HELPING ME.' ^ 



THAT'S ALL 
. RIGHT, . 
PARPNEK. 
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COTTONWOOP SPRING.' \ SURE- 
RIGHT here: this 1 BUT 
TOWNS THE BIGGEST /yOU'tU 
JUNCTION POINT IN V NEEP 
THE WEST. STANPS\ WATER 
TO REASON THERElU \ 

BE A eia ary H£Ke J 

SOME PAY. Jy gl 



COME IN ANP lET \ROCHy LANE'S MY 
ME FIX you SOME >NAME, ANP A CUP 
COFFEE' I'M COFFEE WOULD ^ 

MARIGAE SANVEUSn TASTE RIGHT ] 
My FATHER RUNS /7 GOOP,MISS/y 
THE HOTEL/ 



/MS/PE THE HOireL. 



WHERE? 



...NOW, DRAWA UNE ^ 
FROM A6UILA TO BU7ZARP 
SAP, DRAW ANOTHER J 
EEOM VIRGINIA GAP 
TO SULLIVAN'S NOTCH- 
AND WHERE DO yM 
ytUEY CROSS? T. 



AT least long 
ENOUGH TO GET 
PINNER AND 
^ A BATH-ER- 
XMEAN 
V A WASH' 



we NEEP IT A/OIV.,, FOR THE WAGONS AND " 
THE EXPRESS PONIES COMING THROUGH ' WE 
NEEP WATER SO A PRIVER CAN TAKE A BATH 

OR WASH HIS SHIRT IF HE WANTS ff 

y TOl BUT.., ^ ^ 



YOU SAVED MY LIFE, AND THE^ 
LEAST I CAN PO IS KEEP YOU 

FROM BEING talked TO, 

PEATH ' YOU STAYING 



GET RICH? ^ I GOT A NEW SYSTEM FOR 
r HOW? r' finding WATER AND THE TOWN'S 
AGREED TO PAY ME TEN 
T THOUSAND DOLLARS- 
Vn. IhF? L when IT WORKS. 



> THAT'S ME, NUGGET CLARK/ 
/EXPRESS AGENT, SCIENTIST J 

/and STUDENT of human 

NATURE.' STICK AROUND ) 

AND WATCH ME GET _ 

RICH. ROCKY/^— ^ 



NUGGETTAIKS A lOi; 
BUT HE'S A GOOD 
EXPRESS AGENT.^ 
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SAY, WHAT'S THIS 
WATER PROPUCING 
SYSTEM OF YOURS, 
gr ANYWAY? V 



a 00 OUT ANP SETOFF A BtAST 
With buck powper.' then, u 
) with this STETHESCOPE, 1 ^ 
'USTEN to the way THE SHOT> 
TRAVEtS THROUGH THE ^ 

gPOUNO.-.r-y rnW ^g; jT^ 



SO IT'S mu WHO'S 
RUNNING AROUNP 
THE COUNTRY 



I'M RALPH BARROWS. 
I RUN THE LOCAL 
BANK. WE'YE GONE 
OUT ON A LIMB ^ 
WITH MORTGAGES i 
ANO LOANS. \dr 



WELL, THERE ARE SOME 



BIG RANCHES NEAR BY. ANP 



TWO FREIGHT LINOS EACH 
PUT UP FIVE THOUSANP. ' 
^ I'M HOLPING THE y 
\ . MONEY^ 



TWENTY- FIVE 
THOUSANP? 
THAT'S A LPT 



ANP IT'S CHEAP AT 
THE PRICE. WE WERE 
REAPy TO PAY TWENTY 
FIVE THOUSANP TO 
BUILO AN AQUEPUCT 
WHEN NUGGET MAPE 
HIS PROPOSITION. 



/ PON'T 
' LET IT 
WORRY 
■ YOU. MY “ 
SYSTEM'LL 
BRING IN 
WATER ANY 
DAY NOW. 



SETTING OFF BLASTS.' NO\SO THAT'S WHAT HAPPENED 
WONPER JIM WAS CAUGHT ) TO JIM BENSON.' NUGGET, 
IN THAT EXPLOSION.' YOU'RE A MENACE TO LlfE^ 
H » — -I V AND LIMB.' .---i 





NUGGET'S RIGHT. WE MAPE AN AGREEMENT WITH , 
HIM ANP. LEGALLY, WE CAN'T KEEP HIM FROM 
BLASTING WITHOUT PAYING HIM THE TEN THOUSANP 
DOLLARS. BESIDES, IT SOUNDS TO ME LIKE YOU ^ 
~Z COULD FIND WATER THAT WAY/ 
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LOOK, BOVS, MV FREISHT COMPANV'S SOT A 
STAKE IN THAT WATER FUNP, TOO, ANP IF 

nugget can set our /monev back, 

WE'P BE CRAZVTO STOP HIM. 




eur AS Nuaser hbads 

ACROSS THE STASSr... 



A RUNAWAY' 
IT'S HEAPING 
STRAIGHT FOR 
NUOCET.' 



SORRY, STRANGER 
I THOUGHT THEY 
WERE RUNNING , 
'~7 AWAY/ 



HOW ABOUT ) 
lEAVING MY'^ 
HORSES AlONET 




THANKS, JIM. I WON'T FORGET THIS. 
WEU, GOTTA SO NOW. GOT SOME , 
BUSINESS TO TRANSACT IN 
rnmmar MV OFFICE. aMjSA X' 



WITH USHTMNB SPEBD HOCHY MOVES APR 
THE CAAEEWHS WA30H, ANP... 



^ HEY.' 
WHAT'S THE 
IDEA.' ^ 



WHOA.' YOU ORNERY 
CRITTERS.' ^ 
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NOW, APOUT THOSE QUESTtONS.) PONT NEBPANY 
ARE THERE ANY OTHER __>^MORE. ONES ENOUGH, 
NUGGET CLARKS AROUNO TSAV, PIO I EVER SHOW 
-7 THESE PARTSTji^YOU THIS AUTOMATIC 
^ r - i ' 9 RA70R 1 INVENTEO? -< 
V| A SHAVE A MAN IN I 

1 ■i^KlhiONE MINUTE, y 



QUESTIONS, EH? WAIT TILL ^ 
I SHOW YOU THIS INVENTION 
OF MINE. REMOTE CONTROL 
DOOR CUWER- WORKS ON J 
BALANCES AND - ,-41 
» COUNTER- I 

" BALANCES. yLJHP< 



VERY ^ 
INTERESTING. 



SURE, THAT LETTER'S \/' I KNOW THE '9 



DON'T KNOW \LOOK, LET'S FORGET 
WHETHER IT )Y0UR INVENTIONS 
WORKS OR <F0R A MINUTE. I'M 
NOT. NEVER TWITH THE STOCKMAN'S 
SOT ANYONE /INVESTIGATING -< 
TO TRY IT. -4. AGENCY IN DENVER. 
DON'T BELIEVE ) DID VOU SEND US 
IN SHAVING, ^ THIS LETTER? > 
MYSELF. mir. 



MINE.' CANT AFR3RD | MONEY ORDER 
TO KEEP REPLACING / YOU SENT TO US 
MY COW HERD. VPy WAS GOOD, BUT 
RATHER PAY FOR A \ WHAT'S AN EXPRESS 
RANGE DETECTIVE AGENT DOING 
AND SETUE things/ WITH/UhIEKP J 
ONCE AND OF COWS? M 

. FOR ALL. J 



0Mw^ 



WELL, I'LL BE.' I CAME ^ 



YONDER THEY STAND.. 
FAITH, HOPE AND 
CHARITY,' CAN'T ''I 
RISK HAVING THEM 
STOLEN.' THEY'RE 
THE MOST VALUABLE 
7 HERD IN THE / 
S. COUNTRV/ 



r ALL THREE OF ^ 
THEM, EH? EVER ' 
THOUGHTOFBRINGING 
^ THEM IN AT ^ 
|r NIGHT? SSd 



COULDN'T DO THAT.' I'M 
feeding them my PATENTED 
EXPERIMENTAL FEED.' GOTO 
KEEP THEM ON RANGE 
CONDITIONS OR THE JTT 
EXPERIMENT'S |j 

Y NO GOOD. 



lAa THE WAY DOWN HERE 
FROM DENVER TO PROTECT 
ft THREE COWS, r- — ^ 
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SUOPENLV. 



GOTTA TONE THAT BELL POWN. 
IT'S THE NEW PINNER CALL . 
I INVENTEP FOR MARICAE J 
AT THE HOTEL. YOU GO 
AHEAP. I'U LOCK UP 
ANP BE right ,_^>BUESS < 
V OVER. ^j^I'VE SEEN 
ANP HEARD 

everything; 

NOVY.^ 



WHAT'S 

THAT? 



THERE'S THAT 
nEL LUNCHROOM... Sr|{ANGER f 

WHO SRASBEP MV HORSES.’ THINK 7 
riL HAVE ME A LITTLE FUN, 



YOW! 



SUBD6NLY, 



EXCUSE ME, 
STRANGER.' 



I SEE YOU LIKE 
YOUR FOOD HOT, 
^ MISTER, L 



SURE DO, STRANGER. 
. THE HOTTER THE 
toliw BETTER. 




HEBE'S THE SALT 



A MO/H$NT LATER. 



P HE'S REACHING M 
r FOR HIS WHIP AGAIN. 
I THINK I’ll BEAT a 
r HIM TO nr THIS J 
^ TIME, 



YOU ASKED FOR, 
MISTER, r- 



SAi-T.' BRING 
ME SOME ^ 
-T SALT.' J 



FAWCETT MOTION PICTURE COMIC 




LOOMS LIKE THE 

Stranger cave 

MULEY SOAAE 
OF HIS OWN 
MEDICINE. ■ 
w HAW' y 



WHAT WILL IT Vi'LL TAKE SOUP, 
BE, ROCKY? y STEAKANDRICE 
PUDDING... AND K 
U YOU'D BETTER SET 
J UP A DINNER FOR 
NUGGET, TOO. HE'LL 
Sf Y- K BE ALONG IN A 

Si \- ^^AAINUTE. / 



BUT A FBW MINUTES LATER. 



I'LL TAKE 
CARE OF 
r HIM . 

, later.' , 



WONDER WHAT'S KEEPING NUG6ET» 
HE SAID HE'D BE RIGHTOVER! I'D 
BETTER CHECK ON THIS, 



WHEN ROCKV GETS TO THE EXPRESS OFFICE. 



IM AFRAID irs TOO LATE 
BY NOW, BUT I'LL TAKE 
T— rr-n — r A LOOK. . 



I'LL WAIT FOR YOU 
AT THE HOTEL .' 



SO/HE COYOTE SLUGGED > 
ME FROM BEHIND... GOT OUT ■ 
BACK WAY. GO AFTER y 
Bs«r HIM. ROCKY.' , 



NUGGET.' 
WHAT ■ 
HAPPENED' 



SHORTLY AFTERWARD. 



)H, OH.' LOOKS AS IF 
EVERYONE IN TOWN 
? KNOWS I'M A ^ 
IfeX DETECTIVE 

BY NOW.1 



YEAH.' UP A 
BLIND ALLEY. 



ANY PUCE, 
ROCKY? 



YES, SIR.' GONNA SEE ACTION 
AROUND HERE NOW THAT THIS 
RANGE DETECTIVE ROCKY ^ 
LANE'S WORKING FOR ME.'^ 
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f NAW.' ITCOUPN'T ^ 
BE. I KNOW eVERyOUE ' 
IN COTTONWOOD SPRING, 
EXCBFT SOME WAGONERS 
_ PASSING 
[7 THROUGH. ] 



BEEN STEALING VOUR 
COWS... IS PROBABLV 
HERE right now. 



COWS ARE 
valuable, 

\ BUT..., 



NUGGET, I'VE SOT A 
HUNCH THAT WHOEVER - ->nn,r,nu/ 
SLUGGED YOU ,„WHOEVER'S 



^wagoners.' say, 

THAT GIVES ME AN IDEA 
LET'S SEE WHO WAS IN 



VOU'LL TEACH 
. NOBODY, • 
. FRIEND,' . 
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but, IN WB NEXT FEW MINUTES. MULEV FINPS THAT TANSUNG WITH KOCNY CAME WAS A BAP MISTAKE! 



HOLP IT, WULEy. LEAVE 
THAT SUN ALONE. THE 
FIGHT'S M 
OVER' J 



THANKS, JIM.' YOU 

SAVED MY life.' ^ 
THAT MAKES US ^ 
r EVEN.' 



IF I WERE YOU, KOOKY, 
I'D BE CAREFUL PASSING 
PRY GULCHES FOR A DAY,, 
OR SO. Y rr 



^ I'LL 
GET YOU 
YET.' 



THAT NIGHT, IN THE EXPRESS OFFICE. 



all RIGHT.' 
BUT LET'S 
^ GET OUT ' 
OF HERE.' 



WATCH. IF ANYONE 
GOES AFTER THEM 
COWS, MY NEW < 
INVENTION'LL GIVE 2 
THE ALARM' 



THIS IS THE TIME THEY 1 THEN LOCK UP THE OFFICE > 
USUAay Go AFTER MY MND LET'S GO. NOTHING'LL 
COWS' LIKE AS NOT < HAPPEN IF THEY KNOW WE'RE 
THEY'LL COMB AGAIN 2H£RE, SO WBlL WATCH FROM < 
T T ONIGHT. > — ^fXjHEHOTEL ACROSS THE ] 

STREET. > 
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MEANWHue, m rue rom wason VAiti>, mefte/Htney 
IS mteMimf w a new wmf>. 

HOlff rr, /HULEV/ you'KE ' 

COV6R0P, so PONT TURN 
— -rrnt AKOUNP.' m 



ANP PON'T TRY TO USE THAT 

WHIP, unless you want it - 

SHOT OUT OF YOUR HANO.' 



IT'S KOCKV 
LANE! ^ 



WHAT? 



REUEN60 IS A NICE THINS, BUT\ 
REVENSE FOR MONEY'S NICER, j 
STANP THERE A MINUTE, THEN 
TURN AROUNP ANP PICK SOMETHING 



YOU'RE WRONG, I 
FRIENP. I'M ON i 
YOUR SIP£„,THAr 
IS, IF YOU'RE 
PIANNINS TO PO ' 
ANYTHINSABOUTi 
S LAME, 



PLENTY IF 
I COULP 
SET HIM < 
ALONE. 



A SHOftrime t Arm 
AT we HOTEU., 



ANP REMEMBER.' RUN THOSE COWS 
FAR ENOUGH OUT OF TOWN SO . 
THAT NO ONE WILL HEAR WHEN 
SHOOT ROCKY' 



Ve\H, BUT WHO'P WANT A 
HORSELESS CARRIAGE? 
— 1 PEOPLE WOULPN'T BUY J 
COAL. OIL TO TRAVEL "T 
AROUNP ON WHEN GRASS > 
,1S FREE. 1- -.1 in 



I STILL THINK THAT 
HORSELESS CARRIAGE 
IPEA OF YOURS WAS 
A 600P ONE, nugget/ 



VEH,SURE/ 
ANP THANKS, 
PARPNER. 
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SUODCNLV. 



COME on! IHEV'VB 
STOLEN NUGOETS 
^ STEE/tS AGAIN! 



PONT NEED TO HURRV. WHEN 
THE ALARM GOES OFF, IT LOCKS 
»„THE CORRAL GATES! 



HOW^ 



rVE GOT A HUNCH THEY STOLE THOSE'' 
COWS TO DRAW US AWAY. I'M GOING 
AFTER THEM, BUT YOU STAY HEBE ^ 
^ ANP SEE WHAT HAPPENS. j ^ 



AFRAIP IT PIONT 1 
WORK THIS TIME, 
NUGGET. THE STEERS 
ARE 



COWS ARE LOCKEP 
UP TIGHTER THAN... 

' ULP! 



OKAY, 

ROCKY. 



I'P BETTER CHECK ' 
ON THIS. ROCKY MIGHT 
V NEEP SOME 
1^ HELP. _ 



Bor; AS ROOKY LBAves towm. 
A suAPoyfv neutte KLiows h/m! 



BUT NOT FAN FNOM TOWN. 



HEY.' THERE'S 
SOMEBOOY 
TRAILING Y 
ROCKY.' V 



SANE HOMBBE'S TAILING 
' me, for WHICH HE'S ^ 
If GOING TO BE . 
SORRY.' 





iiV IT WORKS 




r IT WORKS.' TWAT'sX 


MY SIREN ALARM Y \ 




■CT- FOR COW , V. \ 
thieves/ li 1 
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SO ITS you.' ON YOUR F££T, MULEV/ VOU'KE 
GOINS TO T6U MB WHAT'S AT THE BOTTOM 
OF ALL THIS , ^ ..A- - 



SUOP0NLY. 



HIS heap's TURNEP. 
NOW'S MV CHANCE 

_ TO err AWAY/ t 



H00FBEAT5,' ' 
SOMEONE ELSE 
■ IS COMINS UP 
_ THE TRAIL, f 



ALL RIGHT, SET ON YOUR HORSE. 
VOURE ROUNPINfi UP NUSfiET'S 
COWS ANP TAHINS THEM BACK. ' 



SO PIO I. IT WAS MULEY, BUT 
I JUST LOST HIM ... THANK^ _ 
— ~r TO YOU.' T 



NUgSET.' I TOLP \l know, ROCKY. BUT 
YOU TO WATCH 1 I SAW A MAN <- 
.JIE OFFICE. FOllOWINg VOU^J 



I'M SORRY, 
ROCKY, 
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gFNSON' SO YOU'RE \ YOU PlPN^T £70 SO 
THE GUY WHO GAVE J WEtL. LANE ANO 
MB THE OOUGH y NUGGET JUST v::" 

FOR THAT JOB r^PROUGHT THOSE >1 

Ki tonight, ycows bacx/ but V 
£%;crr-i ^ never MINO, you'll / 

X GET ANOTHER J 
CHANCE. 



NOT LONG APJERWARD, IN THE 
WAGON CAMP JUST OUrStPE OP 
r— TOW/V... 



WELL, MULEVtL 
BEAROUNO WHEN 
WE WANT HIM' . 
I'M RIPINS BACH 
_ TO town.' 



OkAy,ROCHV'.” 
I'LL ROUNP UP 
MY COWS AND 
) FOLLOW J 
m LATEK. H 



HELLO, MULEY. 
REMEMBEKfcr' 

r 



^hT say...^ 

THAT VOICE.' 
YOU SOUNO 
. LIRE THE . 
> FELLOW 
J DOWN AT 
A THE WA50N 
(5 ^ yard. J 



HERE.' TARE YOUR MEN 

INTO TOWN FOR A , 

ORINR TONIGHT. ri 



JUST ONE MORE 
THING. SEE THAT 

your mem mare 

A LOT OF NOISE ' 
WHEN THEY HIT 
■r TOWN.j™r< 



I GET IT.' WE'RE COVERING 
UP FOR SOMETHING.' DON'T 
WORRY.., WE'LL BLOW THE -« 
UP OFF.' ^ 



SAY, I LIRE 
WORKING 
FOR YOU. 



'lONBAFTBKMtefHeHT, IN moaETS 



SAY, WHAT'S THIS 
GREEN PIRT TRACKED 
ALL OVER YOUR 



T THAT? JUST SOME ^ 
COPPERORE. THERE 
USED TO BE A LOT OF 
Mining around > 
^ HERE, 



NO, IT'S NOT MULEY I'M WORRIED > 
ABOUT. THERE'S SOMEONE BEHIND : 
HIM. IF WE ONLY KNEW WHAT THEY A 
WERE AFTER, WE'D HAVE SOMETHING 
TO GO ON. /f <:j-’ ||— 



PROBABLY 1 
WANT TO 
STEAL ONE J 
> OF MV ■< 
INVENTIONS. 
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jusr TH0/, SeOtAM BREAKS tCOSE OUTSIDE/ 



A PAKTV me THAT COSTS PLENTY. 
WONPER WHERE MUtEVGOTTHE 
MONEY? COME ON, NUGGET.' 



RIGHT 
WITH YOU, 
ROCKY.> 



IT'S MULEY AND HIS WAGONERS' 
THEY'RE TEARING THE 
■•TOWN APART. 



Hi-yi-Yi: 

' wee/ 



A/mrmioasmuxe] 

JATWaaCBEmt/DTHE 

exfmssoFmei 



MBANWHUe, m FRONT OF THB MOTEL 



AND A FEW MOMENTS lATEE.. 



YOU'RE PRETTY RICH 
ALL OF A SUDDEN, 
AREN'T YOU. ^ 
tor MULEY? JM 



'go 'WAY.' COME 
ON. SANDERS. 
^ I WANNA ^ 
P 'NOTHER T 
I BOTTLE.' j 



there; THAT'S THE^ 
LAST OF THOSE CASES. 

NOW TO head down 
. THE BACK ALLEY. > 



THAT DOES 
W IT.' Tst 













1 s 






[^r 




GET OUT OF TOWN, 
MULEY, AND FAST.' 



NEED ANY HELP, 
r ROCKY? M 



THANKS, UIM, BUT 
-~r I DON'T . ^ 
( THINK SO.' 1 



HBY/ 
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ITS A MISHTV FUNNY TIMB \ THERE HE IS, BEATINfi 
OF NIGHT FOR WULEV TO ^JIM BENSON'S TI/ME. > 

suddenly GO ON A TOOT. < keeping /MARIGAE 
DIP YOU SEE BARROWS J SAFE FROM HARM. 7" 
AROUND, NUGGETf^^^^ „ — ^ 




Ybu DON'T think THAT„? 
^ COME ON, ROCKY.' ^ 



OH, MR. BARROWS, 
HAVE YOU got your 
KEYS? I'D LIKE TO ' 
SO OVER AND CHECK 
ON YOUR bank. ^ 





I HAVE THE PLACE CLEANED 
EVERY DAY, BUT PEOPLE ARE 
ALWAYS TRACKING MUD IN.' 



HMM.' WONDER 
WHERE THIS , 
■ COPPER ORE 
CAME FROM? 







1 W 











COUNT ME OUT, 
f THIS TIME. . 



IT WOULD BREAK MARIGAE'S ' 
HEART IF THE MARSHAL CAME 
TO TAKE YOU BACK TO ^ 
te-f COLORADO' V— 
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I WISH TO >^IT'S SIMPLE. 
DROPPED P£At> \THIS TOWN'S 
BEFORE MARISAE ) BUILT ON AN 
EVER JOINED 
ME HERE.' 

WELL, WHAT'S 
THE CROOKED 
PEAL THIS 
TIMET 



BLASTING POWDER?^ I'D BEEN HURT 
THEN WHEN ROCKV J PUT2LINS OUT THE 
"SPECIAL FUSES THAT 
OLD CHIM«N2Ee USES 
WITH HiS POWDER, 
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SOMEONE'S COMING, 



I've COT SOME \SVHy,NO. 1 lOCKED 
IPEAS ABOUT THAT IT UP. VOU ^ 
FOWP£R ... BAHHOWS, / Dour THINK 
IS ANYBOPy TWAT...T> 

WATCHINS 
THE 



THIS ISN'T ANYTHINS TO UUSH > 
at; these STICKS ape tOAOEP 
WITH COPPER ORE, THE SAME^ 
STUFF WE FOUNP / — l—Xf 
IN THE BANK^^THEN WHAT'S 1 
LAST NIGHT. /7{ HAPPENEPV 



NOTHING 
BUT PUPS, 

r EH? 

HMAll... 



ROCKY. CAME OUT 
HERETOIAUGH | 
AT ME, I'LL i 

M bet. 



COME ON, HEAD FOR 
TOWN! THERE'S NO 
.TIME TO LOSE.' ^ 



RIGHT BEHIND 
you, ROCKY/ 



EVERYTHING'S ALL 
BIGHT OUT FRONT/ 
LET'S CHECK THE 
•Swr BACK ALLEY' 



A PEIV^ 
MOMENTS 
I LMTEPC...J 



AAY HUNCH WAS 
BIGHT. I'LL HAVE 
. TO ACT FAST. > 



STAND BACK, EVERYONE/ 
COME ON, BLACK JACK, HAUL 
FREIGHT' WE HAVEN'T MUCH TIME 
TO AAAKE THAT RISE/ 




FAWCETT MOTION PICTURE COMIC 




AU RIGHT, SHE'S 
OVER.' lETHER 

SO- 



WHEW, THAT WAS CLOSE ' 
NOW, LET'S GET BACK TO 
THE BANK ANP COUNT > 
THAT , 

money/ / ✓A 



) YOU'RE RIGHT, THAT TWENTY- 
/FIVETHOUSANPRJIWR ’s' 
AQUEPUCT FUNP IS MIGHTY? 
~—r TEMPTING, 



YOU'RE WRONG, PAD. 
I THINK HE WENT 
te-r NORTH, -mu 



8UTMULEY LEFT TOWN THIS N 
MORNING. HE HAULEP EMPTY 
OUT WEST TO PICK UP A ^ 
LOAD OF Y-ir— TTpJlBr 
FREIGHT, ) 



IT'S ALL HERE, ROCKY. WE 
BEAT HIM TO IT THIS TIME.. 
BUT WHOEVER IT WAS WILL 

PROBABLY TRY FOR j ^ 

— T IT AGAIN.' 



OON'T HEAR ANY ) ANP YOUR FIRST JOB IS TO 
OTHER NAMES, < COLLECT THE R6STOF 
ROCKY. I GUE^S INUGGErS EXPLOSIVES.TS 
YOU'RE ELECTEP /I'LL LOCK THEM UP IN MY -i 
MARSHAL. !^AFE. I'M TAKING NO MORE 
^ CHANCES ON HAVING MY , 

^^KI^^^SANK blown LIP.' 



WELL, IT DOESN'T MATTER, 
THE POINT IS rr WASN'T 
MULEY.' Gentlemen, -«> 
WHAT THIS TOWN NEEDS , 
. IS A MARSHAL.' 



YOU'RE TALKING SENSE, 
SANDERS. I NOMINATE 
ROCKY LANE TsSS 
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BUT, UIM, 
HE SAVEP 
* YOUR -c 
LIFE/ J 



\ WHETHER HE PIP OK DIDN'T ^ 
j DOESN'T MATTER. I'M IN CHARGE 
AND HE'S A TROUBLE MAHER, 



. - . tIUSTi 

LIKE HIS PAL, NUGGET. FDR ALL WE ^ 
KNOW, HE MIGHT BE THE ONE WHO'S 
BEEN TRYING TO ROB ^ 
THE BANK. 
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f«v mfS 7S£‘rxAH, But wot 



Ifah Fmm row» he meets a» {/ 

‘ j PLOF^mp/ JJ 

*H0my, RDCKWX JUST THE OLD^ 
I FieUSED THOSE jONE. WHOEVER'S 
BUZ2ARD HEA05 -^BEEN STEALING 
WOULO BE THROWING yVOUR COWS 
YOU OUT NE>0-' HAS BEEN 
SOFANY,.,^ OOINGTHIS ^ 
■MOEASrJjnH BLASTING... TRYING 
in PRY OPEN THE i 

bank, but,^ 

C WHO? jBlI 



I'M STILL VMARIGAE SAID 2- 
WONDERING \SOMETHING ABOUT 
ABOUTMULEV 1 HIM CHANGING 
PRICE, but I HIS MINOANO 
HE PULLED 760ING UP NORTH.' 
OUT WEST'S. WHAT'S UP 

beforetheVt. north? 

TROUBLE THIS 
MORNING. 






THAT NiaHT, KOCFV SUPS INTO TOWN, 



ENOUGH TO WIPE OUT 
COTTONWOOD SPRING 
AND ERASE THE 
SCARS.' COME ON, Ji 
r LET'S 60.'/— 



FIRST.,, LET'S MAKE SURE MULEY 
PIP GO NORTH ! WE'U RIO^ 
• INTO TOWN AFTER DARK TO J 
-CHECK WITH 

^ MARIGAE.y ^ 



YES, I HEARD MULEY TELL' 
ONE OF HIS DRIVERS THAT 
HE'D CHANGED HIS 
MIND AND WAS 
^ HEADING rr^ 

■ NORTH. A \ eV fa 



THANKS, MARIGAE. 
W THAT'S All _ 
H I WANTTO 1 
Uk KNOW. J 



fur AS nocHv HEtims mossriN 

ANEAReYAUEY... 



YOU'LL HAVE TO COVER ME 
WHILE I LEAVE TOWN/ > 
I'M RIDING FOR 
SULLIVAN'S r— ^ 

NOTCH.' y 



A GONNA MEET MULEY, EH? ^ 
All RIGHT, rocky; I'LL COVER 
YOU LIKE YOU'VE NEVER BEEN 
COVERED BEFORE, C'MON, a 
r LET'S SNEAK OVER TO ^ 
[ THE EXPRESS 
S. OFFICE' 



I'M GOING 

TO HAVE TO GET , 
OUT OF HERE, 

■^T nugget.'^ 



HEY/ ROCKY LANE 
, IS IN TOWN/ 

' LET'S GET 
^ HIM, MEN/ ^ 
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M£AHmm nr THE HCfTB.. 



I TOLD YOU I T LOOK. SANDERS, LANE'S A " 
JIM. NO ^DANGEROUSMAM. HE PROBABLV 
KILIING. 1 save us that range DETECTIVE 
STORV TO /HISLEAP liq/ 



DEAD OR 
ALIVE? 



I'M PEPUTItINff All OF VOU 
MEN. YOUR ORDERS ARE TO 
TAKE ROCKY LANE.. DEAD 

rrmnic orauve.' 



SOUNDS IIKE 



WHAT'S 

THAT? 



TROUBIEATTHE 
^ EXPRESS V 
\ OFFICE.' J 



AT THAT MOMENT, IN THE BCPAESS OFFICE.,^ 



VEIP? Ky/ 
- yoLicei, . 
L ?OllCE!mi 



SGUAWK.' AIURRER. 
THEV'^jE WIUNG I 



LET'S GET 
TO THE T 
HORSES.' 



A WORKS ^ 
iGOOP, DON'T 
IT? THAT'S , 
MV talking i 

7 MACHINE 
J. INVENTION.' 



THANKS FOR THE T 
SIDETRACK, NUGGET. 
. I'M ON MY . ^ 

way. SH 



PONCE YOU PUIL ' 
THEM AFTER YOU, 
iniBEACINCH , 
r FORMETO ^ 
' GETAWAY. M 



AT THAT MOMENT, UNHEAND IN THE UPKOAA, 
A SHOT RINGS OUT, AND... 



I 

SAWE we; 
THE DAM'S 
, BUSTEOl 
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BUT NUGGET'S ALEUT ETES SEE SANOERS FALL. ANO. 



B-BUT ROCK/ 
PIPNT SHOOT 
SANOERS. ^ 



SO VDU STARTEP THAT 
RACHETTOCOVER LANE'S 
GETAWAV. HANG ON 
-iTOHIM.MEN 



HEY.' SANPERS HAS BEEN 
SHOT' LAY OFF THAT POOR 
r THAT WAS JUST MY 
TALKING MACHINE. Ml 



, YOU'LL BE ALL RIGHT, SANPERS. 
'you're only WINGEP, and PONT, 
r WORRY, WE'LL GET LANE FDR . 

this, 



THANHS. YOU MEN GET 
;^SOM£ BREAKFAST. 
n I'LL WATCH NUGGET 
\ FOR AWHILE,^ 



HELLO, SANDERS. GLAD Y , 
I t THAT KILLER A-L 
^ ONLY KNICKEO 
YOU.'>-> 



LOOK, SANDERS,^ 
ANY CHANCE OF 
MOVING ME TO . 
my PLACE? 

I'VE GOT A LOTI 
OF WORK TO y 
DO ON MY 'S 
INVENTION. J 



ALL RIGHT, 

I PON'TSEE 
WHY NOT. 
^COMEONu 



I HOPE YOU'VE LEARNED 
— r YOUR LESSON, -< 
SANDERS.^ 



JUST A MINUTE, SANPERS. 
I WANT TO TALK TO YOU, 
BUCK, HERE, WILL KEEP 
py ANEYEON 
^ NUGGET. 1§C« 



T YES, 
-JIM, I'VE 
LEARNED 
A LOT. > 
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A few MDMBNTS AFTeKWAKlP, IN m 



SURE, MOST 
, OFMV — ^ 



•'inventions^ 

~ WORK. BUTWHO'P 
WANT A TALKING 
MACHINE. PEOPLE T 
TALK TOO MUCH } 
ifTT ANYHOW, 



THAT TALKING MACHINE 
REALLY WORKS, ^ 
DOESN'T 
r IT? 




PO YOU HAVE A ^ 
FRESH RECORP FOR 
SETHIS THING? 



SURE, HERE'S 
. A BLANK.' 

[ WHY? y' 



AN ACCIDENT? I SEE, 
WELL, JUST TALK 
. INTO THIS THING. 



BEFORE I STABT...'t 
YOU'D BETTER TAKE 
THIS AND KEEP 
WATCH AT the; 

. WINDOW, jy 



'^THERESA ^ 
LOT I PONT ] 
UNDERSTAND 4 
YET, SANDERS, 

' BUT I THINK 
I'M BEGINNING, 
TDSEE ^ 
y LIGHT. Ty 



I HAVE AN IDEA I MIGHT 
SUDDENLY run INTO AN 
ACCIDENT... AND I'D LIKE 
TO LEAVE SOME TRACE ^ 
OFWHATREAUY 
_ HAPPENED. .7^ 



I MET JIM BENSON IN A ■ 
COLORAOO GOLO-TOWN.' ^ 
MARIGAE WAS IN THE EAST 
THEN.' THE GOLD WS 
PETERING OUT AND A LOT ^ 
OFMINERS WERE BROKE AND 
-r^-^crr DESPERATE.' > 



SOME OF THEM WERE BECOMING 
PRETTY LAWLESS, AND SO A ^ 
VIGILANTE COMMITTEE WAS V 
ORGANIZED. BENSON WAS 
MADE CHAIRMAN AND ■ 
1 WORKED WITH HIM... Jt ■ 
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AT THAT WMBtlT, ' BACK IN CCfTTONWOOD SPjwS. 



... SO we STOLE THE MONEV \THAT«S A PRETTy 
BECAUSE THE TOWN TKUSTEP ) ROUGH STORV^^ 
USAS VISIIANTES. THEN WE ,, 

CAME HERE, PLANNING TO 

GO STRAIGHT, ANO MARIGAE JS^} Sal 

CAME WEST TO JOIN ME.^,.,rt«|^r^ ™ 



I DON'T WORRy. ROCKY'S 
HEADING FOR SULLIVAN'S 
\ RIGHT NOW. HE'S 
kr GOING TO TRY... J| 



A Few MOMENTS LATEF, 



THERE'S JUST TIME 1 
TO HIDE IN THIS WAGON 
WHILE THAT BEND .. 
’ PREVENTS MULEV M 
T from SEEING ME. ■* 



MEPawmie, just south of suuh/ans 

NOTCH, fKKKy WATCHES THE TKAtU 



'THERE ^ 

. ARE MULEVS WAGONS. 
ON THE WAY BACK TO j 
COTTONWOOD^ 
Xr SPRING. .Ja 



BLACKIE, I WANT PLENTY OF > 
BOOM BETWEEN THESE WAGONS, 

JUST IN CASE. I'LL FOUOW 

IN THE NEXT WAGON AND 
KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR 
■ TROUBLE. y Ai, 



SO LONG, BLACK J. 
HEADING FOR7HOSI 
VOU FOLLOW Al 
— t BEHIND ME 



I NEVER KILLED ANYONE. IT WAS ALWAYS JIM. HE 
SHOT ME BECAUSE I WAS OPPOSED TO KILLING 
ROCKY. HE COULD HAVE KILLED ME, BUT 



NOW I DON'T THINK EVEN 
THAT WOULD STOP HIM. -< 
HE'S JUST WAITING FOR 
A WAGONLOAD OF POWDER 
FROM SULLIVAN'S NOTCH . 
BEFORE HE FINISHES 
- ME. I— 
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TO BeTTER head out of ^ 
HERE. THOSE VIGILANTES SHOOT 
FIRST AND ASK QUESTIONS > 
V AFTERWARDS. 



^HE'S DEAD. IT WAS THAT ' 
BUZZARD, JIM BENSON, WHO 
DID IT. THERE HE GOES J 
. DOWN THAT ALLEY.'_^® 



SANDERS.' 
THEY GOT 
HIM.' , 



ARRGH 



M£ANWmE, OUT ON THB WAGON TRAIL 



AT THAT MOMENT., 



SAY, THAT'S LANE'S HORSE J 
FOLLOWING US.' THAT COYOTE 
r MUST BE SOMEWHERE y' 
—r CLOSE BY.' ..A-"— ^ 



you REST A WHILE, 
BLACKIE! I'M TAKING 
TT OVER.' 



better NOT TRY ANYTHING, MULEY. IF 
. THIS STUFF BLOWS UP, WE'LL BOTH . 
BE BUZZARD ■ * 



BUT MULEY SEES ROCRY'S ACTION, AND. 



IT'S ROCKY lane.' I've got to cut him 
s.^FF BEFORE HE GETS AWAY WITH 

^ THAT WAGON .' >rr~^ 



P llL FIX VDU 
THIS TIME.YOl 
MEDDLING 
TOLECAT,' f. 
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BUT IT WON'T 

po you ANy 
^ 6000 ! ^ 



eSEfeVAVt 



®04LyA1ULEyfe 
LEAP WAOON TO TAKE -« 
C4I?E OF.„AND THE T 
PeiVEE'S SUN IS SPIT- ^ 
iTINS UEAD,..WELL. , 



THE LEAD WAOiON CAREENS OFP THE RQAP^ 



YAfatKBH! 
MY •* 

Tshouider; 



AND THEN 



MOW. BtACKie, SETUP. YOU'RE DRIVING THIS 
WAGON INTO COTTONWOOD SPRING.' I'M ^ 
p- GOINGTORIPE INCOMPORTON^aigl 
^ BLACKJACK.' 






/ HERE, TRY A S 
< TASTE OF THIS . 
tX WHIP/ trirK 


lYOU CAUGHT ME V 
(OFF GUARD, THAT 7/ 
^TIME,MULEy.' 












j 5^ j 




V’ \jjB 




1^ 
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LATE THAT AFTEMOON, NUGOET CLARK SECKeTLY WATCHES 
ASA LONE wagon PULLS UPON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN 



BUT AS BENSON BEGINS TO UNLOAD. 



ALL RIGHT, BENSON,' DROP 



HERO, BLACK/E.' I'VE BEEN ^ IT'S MY BLASTING POWDER.' ■ 
waiting for you.' pull J rocky MUST HAVE SLIPPED 
UP RIGHT OVER HERE.'Jt,^ 



IT AND REACH 



HI, 

BENSON 



ROCKY, THAT'S MY POWDER?^ 
DONT SHOOT OR YOU'LL BLOW 
US ALL TO KINGDOM COMB.' 



YOU'LL 
NEVER GET 
ME, LANE.' 



'ALL RIGHT, NUGGET.' 
YOU TIE UP BIACKIE, 
WHILE I GO BEHIND 
•7 THAT BOULDER ^ 
C AFTER BENSON. J 



STOP, 
OR I'LL 
SHOOT.' 



SO, this rock hid one 

OF THE ENTRANCES TO 
THE MINE I'LL HAVE « 
TO GO IN AFTER A 

rial.' 



nOCHY DWVES HIS EVEB 

VEEPEH INTO THE MINE ! THEN, 
AS HE TURNS A CORNER ... 



YOU'D BLOW YOURSELF 
UP, TOO, AND YOU'RE . 
TOO YELLOW TO 
CHANCE THAT.' J . 



I'M 

warning 

■ YOU, -< 
LANE.' , 



BACK OFF AND SET OUT 
OF HERE, LANE.' I'M 
POINTING MY GUN -< 
STRAIGHT AT THAT } 
POWDER KEG.'_^i 



BENSON. 
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BUT AS BENSON BACKS AWAY IN FEAR. 



gEFfyAH' 






AS THE SMOKE CLEARS SLOWLY. 



' WE MUST BE NEAR THE T '- 
SURFACE. THE EXPIOSION -K 
ftIPPEP A HOLE IN THE TUNNEL 
ROOF. COME ON, I'LL GIVE j 
V you A BOOST UP.' 



WELL, WE'O 
better GET 
OUT OF ^ 
HERE.' ) 



ROCKY.' THANK HEAVENS 
YOU'RE SAFE.' WHERE'S 
— nrr BENSON? mam 



UNPER THAT 
BOULDER.' 



SHE KNOWS 
ABOUT HER, 
-T FATHER? 



YES.' AND SHE KNOWS 
IT WAS JIM BENSON 
WHO KILLED HIM.'^ 



DoeeoNE.' LOOK, rocky. 
WE'RE right SMACK IN 
THE MIDDLE OF MY -A 
j »l»n CORRAL ' 



SBCONOS LATER 



MARIGAE.' IT'S 
NUGGET AND ROCKY 
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I'M RICH' I GOTMEAN-^ 
ARTESIAN WELL.' I ALWAYS 
KNEW I COULD FIND WATER 
X BY BLASTING.' 



TWO PAYS lATBU. 



r WHAT? OH, 

J YEH GOT SO 
INTERESTED IN 
MY FLYING < 
r MACHINE ^ 
I FORGOT . 
ALL ABOUT 
YOUR LEAVING, 
^ GOODBYB, 
f ROCKY. > 



BENSON WAS 
WITHIN A FEW 
FEET OF - 
TUNNELING^ 
UNDER YOUR 
BANK. 



' HEY, 
EVERYBODY. 

LOOK! 



WELL, I'M ON MY 
WAY, NUGGET.'. 



fSS5?!»S 



PERHAPS, SOME DAY, I'LL 
SEND YOU TWO A ^ 

WEDDING PRESENT ) 
FROM DENVERvir-^ 



GOODBYE, 

ROCKY/ 



SUDDENLY.. 



NUGGET/ HE's^KaiTr: 



WHO'D WANT A FLYING MACHINE 
ANYWAY? NO EARTHLY USE- . 
.. EVEN IF IT WORKED, 



NUGGET, IS 
EVERYTHING 
ALL RIGHT? 







LANE FACES DANGER AND MYSTERY 
IN REPUBLIC PICTURES' LATEST THRiU-PACKED WESTERN 

"VIGILANTE HIDEOUT” 




WITH TWO-FISTED ACTION 



WWy'UANE 



SEES JUSTICE TRIUMPH 
IN REPUBLIC PICTURES’ 
SAGA OF THE WEST 
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